								Assignment #Dmitri Lasouta


	The scholars disagree cornserning the authorship of Isaiah. Some scholars think, that different authors wrote different parts of Isaiah book. The first part (chapters' 1-39) they attribute to the First Isaiah, the Second (40-55) to the “second”(or “Deutero”) Isaiah, the Third (56-66) to “third”(or ”Trito”) Isaiah. They suggest the followings arguments: 											(1) in the first part Isaiah deals with Judah’s contacts with Assyria which took place in the second half of eight century B.C. In the second part of the book Jerusalem is ruined (“who says ... they shall be built, and  of their ruins, ‘I will restore them’”44:26). In the 45 chapter of the book there is a king of Persia mentioned. Probably the events of the second part of thebook took place in Babylonian captivity ( century and half  after the events of the first part of the book). In the third part of the book the events took place after the restoration of Jerusalem. There is no longing for deliverance anymore. There is an ordinary community life with its problem in that time (56:9ff.; 57:3ff).


	(2) The literary styles of parts are different.


	(3) The theological issues and conception of God are different.


	Not all arguments of those scholars are strong enough. God is omnipotent. God can predict the name of the Persian king 150 years earlier. Literary style can depend on the audience, age of author, mood of author and other factors. �The historical argument is quite strong. However, it has its own weaknesses. If we suppose that the third part of the book was written after Babylonian captivity, how can we explain the following fact :  idols, high places, related sins are mentioned in the third part of the book. Almost everybody agrees that such sins were in the past before Babylonian captivity. The prophesy should have ground in the present historical situation. What ground has it in this situation?    


	The decision may be next: 						    (1)    the derivation of “exile” feelings in the book of Isaiah in the exile of the inhabitants of North kingdom.				    (2)    Probably disciples of Isaiah compiled and edited the writings 
